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Within the next vear, a dozen different 


power companies will begin to realize 

















































ar Ae new and appreciable savings—the prac- 
« q heR: 
—s tical result of this informal note, 
Yr.» ~ a written more than fifteen years ago by 
“ Dr. Willis R. Whitnev, Vice President 
+ ‘= in charge of General Electric Research: 
e 
‘“Dear Chester 
ws “a “Could I create an interest for vou in a series 
. of fool stunts which have, I think, the promise 
’ se in them of some useful outcome? 
i . “I'd like to study experimentally (not on paper) 
H e because I expect the unexpected when we deal 


with such a complex subject, and this is it 


‘‘l want, to take a motor-generator set and 
enclose it gas tight, replace the air with 
sa % hvdrogen and run the thing. When this is 
. done, I want to see what the effect was (not 
betore). I want to know whether it ran (1) 
easier (friction against gas skin friction), (2) 
cooler because ot thermal conductivity of the 
hydrogen, (3) safer for the insulation because 
it might stand higher temperature in Hy» than 
in O. without decomposition, safer because it 


might arc less and electrically break down less 





easily because in He» arcing distances are 


B. 
4 greater, (4) perhaps the speed attainable eco- 





% nomically would go up with the Hy, and speed 











NEXT YEAR'S SAVINGS 


in such things as turbine alternators and 
Alexanderson machines is important. This 
might all lead to substitution of H» by CO 
vacuum, but we could hardly carry throug! 
series of practical tests without adding a lot to 
our knowledge, and we might find a rea 
useful application. Don’t worry about cost of 
leakage or danger; I've got that done enough 
already. 
Whitney 
When you know that this kind of work 
is continually going on; when you 
think about its practical aims and 
sults—that G-E turbine-generator de- 
velopment since 1920, for example, 1s 
today saving power companies $50,000,- 
000 a year in fuel—vou may well find 
satisfaction in this thought: 
‘‘Many of my present-day savings 
efficiencies and economies—were made 
possible by my purchases of G-E appa- 
ratus only a few vears ago. Today, in 


the same wav, future reductions in ™\ 


operating costs and continually :m- 


proved reliability of service are an 
integral part of every purchase that | 
make from General Electric.”’ 
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Need for Greater Sales Efforts 
Viewed at E.E.I. Chicago Meeting 


DeBard urges co-ordinated program of load building and 


svstem 


planning — Kellogg says hostile government has not been effective 
in stopping progress of industry to increase electricity use 


Public bribe by the Federal Govern 
ment to any city wanting to teke il 
has not forwarded the cause of muni 
cipal ownership in this country, ac 
cording to Charles W. Kellogg. presi 
dent of the Edison Electric Institute. 

Speaking before the Fourth Annual 
Sales Conference in Chicago this week. 
Mr. Kellogg stated that political ani- 
mosity, otherwisc manifested, has not 
heen effective in stopping the progress 
of the privately-owned electric utilities 
toward their goal of complete low 
cost electric service to the American 
people. He warned his audience not 
to be discouraged because of attacks 
from a hostile government. 


Appliance Development 
Pointing to the large attendance by 
the manufacturers at the conference. 
Mr. Kelloge said that they have con- 
tinued the development of appliances 
“without which our own service would 
be of no value to our customers.” 
Davis M. De Bard, chairman of the 
committee, urged greater sales efforts 
so as to spread the benefits of electric- 
ity and a co-ordinated program of 
load buildiag with system planning. 
R. G. Kenyon, Southern California 
Edison, piaced emphasis on the neces- 
sity of advertising to be continuous if 
lt is to be effective. He laid the 
lame for failure of much utilit; ad- 


Vertising on discontinuity. Good sound 
ee 


sense, most enterta:ningly presented 
was urged by him in his discussion on 
human relations in advertising to sell- 
ing. 

C. C. McMiken, Portland General 
Electric, pointed out that rural electri- 
fication can be made to pay. It is 
certain that it will have to be made 
to pay in kind of 
other, because certainly it is with us 
to stay, and it is the job of the sales- 
men to make 


some terms or 


those terms as advan- 
tageous to the power company as is 
possible, he said. He saw a bright 


fvture in farm load development. 
Utility Pioneering 

Speaking on the need for co-ordin- 
the 
utilities, retailers and manufacturers, 
C. E. Sweitzer, national Retail Dry 
Goods Association, stated that no agen- 
cy has the right to be the sole dis- 
tributor of electrical appliances. He 
recognized the value of utility pioneer- 
ing and promotion in the appliance 
market building. 

In view of the great market that 
the coming expansion of building will 
provide, Mr. Sweitzer suggested the 
formation of a joint council represent- 
ing the E.E.I., The National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association and The 
National Retail Dry Goods Association 
to work out plans for co-ordination of 
sales effort. 


ating merchandising efforts of 


Sales of appliances are bound up 
with adequate wiring, according to 
M. E. Skinner, Buffalo, Niagara & 
Eastern Power Corporation. The 1936 
average residential use was 719 Kw.- 
hr., while the fully 
equipped home would be 6.500 kw.- 
hr. To hack out the price is 
cestly and slow, Mr. Skinner declared. 
To build all-electric homes 
In line with this reasoning, 


usage of a 
load 


is better. 
he said. 
this 
spring three “Five Star” houses em- 


Niagara Hudson is_ building 
bodying its “Five Star” plan of ade- 
quate wiring, lighting, electric kitchen, 
automatic — hot 
weather control. 


water and _ inside 

It was pointed out by Mr. Skinner 
that if the plan is successful it might 
well be made the basis for an extens- 
ive national effort. 


All-Service Plan 


Instead of specialists selling indi- 
vidual devices, R. B. Roberts, Jr., 
Florida Power & Light, offered the 
all-service plan of his company as the 
basis for selling. This plan prevents 
competition within the company and 
creates better selling because the sales- 
deals in 


man customer advantages 
rather than things. The salesmen, 


under thi- plan, builds load rather 
than apt liance sales and this help- 
build vy» retail win 
satisfied customers. 


relations and 

Radio is an important agency in 
load building, was the message of 
Julius Daniels, Boston Edison, as he 
related how it is being used by his 
company for that purpose and, as 
well, to help in obtaining and retain- 
ing public good will. How effective 
the kitchen modernization program is 
becoming as a load builder was told 
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by George Whitwell, Phila. Electric. 

No great amount of service and no 
new investment costs are necessary for 
profitable development of the water 
heater load, according to K. M. Rob- 
inson, Idaho Power. Electric refriger 
into 
competition between rival makes and 
is neglecting the industry job of sell- 
ing electric refrigeration against the 
competition of ice, declare] A. A. 
Brown, Oklahoma Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, as he pleaded for a retelling of 
the food protection story to the public. 


ation selling has degenerated 


Sales Possibilities 


P. M. Alden, Philadelphia Electric 
Company, presented sales possibilities 
among the commercial customer class. 
Here is a group of customers who will 
well repay sales attention and who are 
in danger of being overlooked in the 
interest given now to domestic and 
industrial sales, he said. 

In direct continuation of interest 
came the joint presentation on store 
lighting by M. M. Waterman, Central 
Hudson Gas & Electric, and G. K. 
Hardacre, Public Service of Northern 
Illinois, in which it was proved that 
this load is a profit maker for both 
customer and _ utility. 

Air conditioning has its problems 
for the utility, said E. W. Ashmead, 
Tennessee Electric Power Company, 
particularly as it requires an invest- 
ment to survive that may often be 
quite out of line with the revenue to 
be obtained from it. While there may 
be ample station capacity to care for 
large blocks of air conditioning load, 
it is usually necessary to increase dis- 
tribution and service capacity at a 
cost that is heavy, he said. Mr. Ash- 
mead saw the possibilities of reducing 
these investment costs, getting a better 
price for the service, greater diversifi- 
cation of loads and reducing the con- 
nected loads of equipments and their 
starting currents. 

H.C. Webb, Jr., Puget Sound Power 
& Light, discussed the changes which 
may come about in the industrial 
power field from the work of the Farm 
Chemurgic Council. 

H. T. Brooks, Philadelphia Electric 
Company, described the methods used 
in industrial sales by one company, 
his own presumably. 

Market analysis for industrial sales 
was discussed by E. A. Steinbuehler, 
Brooklyn Edison. C. E. Morin, Ohio 
Power Company told how to handle 
the industrial customer after he is on 
the line. 
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Dr. Morgan Urges Federal Power 


Projects Be Put on a Fair Basis 


TVA chairman asks fair treatment of necessary and useful private 
investment without wasteful duplication of facilities — Appeals for 
co-operation with projects inherently governmental in character 


The necessity that the business of 
cenerating and selling electric power 
by the Tennessee Valley Authority in 
its power undertaking be honestly and 
efficiently conducted was voiced last 
week by Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, chair- 
min ot the TVA. 

Speaking before the annual confer- 
ence at the University of Minnesota, it 
was Dr. Morgan’s view that such busi 
should be conducted “without 
political patronage, with honest and 
representative accounting and pub- 
licity, with fair treatment of necessary 
and useful private investments, and 
without wasteful duplication of facil- 
ities. 


ress 


Value in comparison 


“It is for the government to say, 
within constitutional limits,” Dr. Mor- 
can slated, “whether these public serv- 
ices are to be provided by the govern- 
ment or th.ough semi-private corpora- 
tions. An honest and fair comparison 
of public and private administration 
will be of value in coming to conclu- 
sions on that subject.” 

Belief was expressed by the TVA 
chairman that it is “proper for the 
people constantly to appraise the 
social order with discrimination and to 
decide from time to time where social 
and economic planning is necessary 
by the government itself, and where 
the best results can be had by private 
initiative.” 

Dr. Morgan said that he did not 
“subscribe to the ‘all or none’ phil- 
osophy, which would have the govern- 
ment take over all our economic life 
or else leave all of it to private initia- 
tive. In my opinion some things can 
best be done by private initiative, some 
by public undertakings and some by 
a combination of both. The best eco- 
nomic society will be the one which is 
wisest in determining what shall be 
private and what public, and which 
provides the best administration, both 
public and private, after the decision 
is made.” 


Work on T.V.A. 


iscussing the work of the TVA, 
D e th 

Dr. Morgan stated that the program of 
flood control, navigation, soil erosion 
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and power production as a by-produrt 
was outside private undertaking. The 
unified control of the Tennessee River 
transcends private initiative, he said. 
It was pointed out by Dr. Morgan that 
the construction of the series of dams, 
the Wilson, Norris and Chickamauga, 
when taken separately, would not be 
highly profitable investments for 
power, but operated together as a 
single system will develop more than 
twice as much prime power as the 
sum of the three operated separately. 

A plea was made by Dr. Mor- 
gan for closer co-operation from 
private interests for those projects 
which are inherently governmental 
in character. Dr. Morgan’s address 
was a_ spendid exposition of his 
philosophy that business and govern- 
ment can co-operate for the national 
welfare. 


Grand Coulee Leak 


Floods Exeavation 


Engineers at Grand Coulee this 
weck used a volcanic ash in an at- 
tempt to plug a cofferdam leak which 
has flooded the excavation area in 
the mid-river. W. B. Herschmann. 
Chicago chemical engineer, stated that 
the volcanic substance is found only 
in Wyoming and the Black Hills. It 
is yellow in color and the mixture 
when moist expands to fifteen times 
its dry bulk and becomes like greas. 

A battalion of giant pumps has been 
used to pump the water out as fast a 
it flowed in, but efforts to plug the 
leak proved futile. Attempts to stem 
the flow with dirt, gravel and brush 
have proved unsuccessful during 8 
t-n-day stretch. 

* 


Load Near Capacity 


Hi-Voltage Equipment Company ol 
Cleveland reports a load for the first 
four months this year 400 per cet! 
greater than for the same period las 
year. With the load approaching 
capacity, the company stated that 
is meeting the demand for quick ship 
ments. 
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Electric Bond & Share to Appeal 
Decision on Holding Company Act 





, Seeks Supreme Court review of Judge Mack’s ruling upholding regis- 
tration provision of utility law — Groesbeck says corporation cannot 
continue if act is sustained — Other system units join in appeal 


‘t 
e Expressing belief that it cannot con- cision on January 29, and on March 8 
tr tinue to function, in its present form, the decree in support of the decision 
1. if the public utility holding company was entered. 
at act is ultimately held constitutional in C. E. Groesbeck, chairman, and S. 
s, iis major provisions and purposes, R. Inch, president, in a letter to 
a, Electric Bond & Share Company has _ stockholders last week stated that the 
De directed counsel to proceed with an company and the SEC are co-operai- 
or appeal from the recent decision of ing to expedite proceedings so as to 
a Federal Judge Julian W. Mack uphold- obtain an early decision from the 
an ing the registration provisions and the — courts. 
he separability of the act. It was pointed out by Judge Mack 
y. American Gas & Electric, American in his decision that it was evident that 
T Power & Light, National Power & the utilities would seek a decision of 
om Light, Electric Power & Light, United the Supreme Court and stated that 
cls Gas Corporation and the sixteen inter- “the regulations pertaining to regis- 
tal vening defendants will also carry an tered holding companies will not 
neg appeal to the United States Circuit affect them for at least some time.” 
his Court of Appeals. The court also held that in uphold- 
cust ie ing the registration provisions the 
nal Will seek certiorari companies were free to institute action 
ee ee ee contesting the constitutionality of any 
dik éles tin cine isda it % other provision of the act, including 
expected that the utilities, in agree: the famous “death sentence” provision. 
ment with the Securities and Exchange ° 
Commission, will seek a writ of cer- P . 
‘his tiorari to have the Supreme Court Rankin Suggests New 


a hear the case. Because of the time TVA-REA Power Move 


sich necessary to prepare the case and the 

a fact that the Supreme Court will ad- A suggestion that the TVA use part 
mn journ early in June it is expected that of its funds to build main transmis- 
that the case will not reach the highest sion lines into rural areas for distri- 
only tribunal until next fall. bution of “surplus TVA power” has 

I Judge Mack handed down his de- been discussed with President Roose- 
ture 
imes 
pase. 
been 
st as 
+ the 
stem 
yrush 


r' +4 
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‘seen es: 7, 
®. <esee>s 
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shir —— FLOOD—At the peak of the recent Ohio River flood water surrounded 
S the Big Muddy power plant of Central Illinois Public Service Company located in 
southern Illinois 
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velt by Representative Rankin of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Rankin stated that the REA 
might be used for building the sec- 
ondary lines. The TVA is developing 
enough electricity for use of every 


farm home within 300 miles in every 
direction from every dam completed, 
Mr. Rankin said. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Rankin 
that he discussed with the President a 
resolution that he and Senator Norris 
introduced March 4 that would au- 
thorize an investigation of alleged ef- 
forts of private utilities to control 
public opinion and prevent municipal 
ownership of utilities. 


West Penn Electric 
Registers With SEC 


The West Penn Electric Company 
and West Penn Railways Company, a 
subsidiary of the West Penn Electric 
Company, have registered with th 
SEC under the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act of 1935. Both com- 
panies are subsidiaries of the Ameri- 
can Water Works & Electric Company. 

The following applications have re- 
cently been filed with the commission: 


Wisconsin Power & Light Company has 
filed for exemption from the provisions of 
the Public Utility Act with respect to the 
issue and sale of $1,000,000 of 4 per cent 
first mortgage bonds, series A, due on June 
1, 1966, to be sold at private sale to the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society of te 
United States. Wisconsin Power & Light 
is a subsidiary of Northwest Utilities Com- 
pany and indirectly a subsidiary of Middle 
West Corporation. Hearing on the applica- 
tion has been set for April 6. 

Public Service Company of New Hamp- 
shire a subsidiary of the New England Pub- 
lic Service Company, has been authorized 
by SEC, under the Public Utility Act, to 
acquire from its parent company 1,000 
shares of beneficial interest in the Swans 
Falls Company, all the outstanding shares, 
under a proposed contract between the ap- 
plicant, New England Public Service and 
Swans Falls. 

Washington Gas & Electric Company of 
Tacoma, Wash., has withdrawn an applica- 
tion filed with SEC under the holding com- 
pany act for approval of acquisition of 860 
shares of the common stock of Columbia 
Electric Development Company. The _ pro- 
posed acquisition covered less than $100,000. 
This was the reason for withdrawal of the 
application. 


e 
Virginia Utility Wins Suit 

A Buckingham county grant jury 
has returned a verdict in favor of the 
Virginia Public Service Company in a 
suit brought by two plaintiffs who 
charged that soot, smoke and dust 
from the company’s Bremo Bluff plant 
damaged their property. 





(1151) 5 





Municipal Ownership 
Loses in San Diego 


A proposed amendment to the San 
Diego city charter, designed to pave 
the way to municipal ownership 
of utilities, was defeated 10,884 to 
10,365 at an election held last week. 
The election was unique in one par- 
ticular—there was no organized oppo- 
sition to the amendment either 
through newspaper advertising, radio 
advice or printed material. Editorial 
comment in two of San Diego’s three 
daily newspapers advocated its adop- 
tion, as did city officials and the usual 
number of “utility baiters.” 

Because the proposal was purely 
legislative and did not establish an 
issue either for or against public own- 
ership, the result indicated a lack of 
confidence on the part of voters in 
the ability of public officials to assume 
added responsibility and reluctance 
to place in the hand of a city council 
any tool designed to encourage muni- 
cipal ownership. 

Among the more vicious proposals 
in the amendment was the right of 
the city to purchase utilities “with- 
out compensation for franchise value, 
good will, going concern value, earn- 
ing power, increased cost of reproduc- 
tion, severance damage or increased 
value of property.” 

It also provided that in rate inves- 
tigations the Railroad Commission 
“shall fix the proper amount to be 
charged againt the utility on account 
of expenses incurred by the city upon 
such investigation, including attor- 
neys fees, court or commission 
charges, together with such expenses 
and compensation of officers, agents 
and employees, both regular and 
temporary, of the city, as the said 
commission may deem just and proper 
as reasonably attributable to such 
investigation, valuation or revaluation 

and the decision of the commis- 
sion shall be final; provided, however, 
that the amount . . . shall not exceed 
one-half of 1 per cent of the utility’s 
gross operating revenues derived from 
its operation in the last preceding cal- 
endar. year.” 

e 


Indiana Flood News 


Southern Indiana Gas & Electric 
Company in the March issue of its 
monthly publication Sigeco News 
presents the facts of the recent Ohio 
flood. The heroic work of the em- 
ployees during the devastating flood 
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is told. The crest of 53.74 feet was 
reached on January 31 and by Febru- 
ary 16 it had dropped to 39.7 feet. 
Flood stage is 35 feet. The magazine 
is well illustrated with graphic scenes 
of flood conditions. 


® 
LaFollette Proposes 
Giant Utility Agency 

Gov. Philip LaFollette has _pro- 
posed to the Wisconsin Legislature 
a bill designed to set up a state de- 
velopment authority to purchase and 
operate all types of public utilities. 
The authority would be a non-profit, 
non-stock corporation of ten members, 
including state officials. It would re- 
semble the TVA. 

The corporation would name three 
directors to select a staff of experts 
and would function, in relation to 
the various municipalities, somewhat 
along the lines of a giant utility 
holding company to its subsidiaries. 

The bill proposes that the authority 
own, acquire, purchase, operate and 
manage all types of public utilities in 
its own name. The authority would 
promote municipal ownership of utili- 
ties, form municipal power districts, 
area co-operatives and engage in gen- 
eral promotion work. It would give 
supervisory services, engineering, aud- 
iting, accounting, collecting and other 
special assistance. 

e 


Oppose Virginia Plant 

A brief opposing the proposed con- 
struction of a municipal power plant 
by Portsmouth has been filed with the 


PWA 


Power 


by the Virginia Electric & 
Company. Portsmouth has 
filed an application with the PWA 
for a 45 per cent grant and a loan for 
the balance for the proposed $2,000,- 
000 municipal power project. 

® 


Higher Utility Rates Seen 
in Commodity Price Rise 


Opinion that the increase in com- 
modity prices and salaries may force 
public utilities in California to ask 
for higher utility rates has been ex- 
pressed by Commissioner Ray L. 
Riley. Mr. Riley asked for an increase 
of $233,529 in the commission’s 
budget. 

“Unless the commission is given an 
adequate investigational force the 
state will be powerless to determine 
what the fair rates should be,” Mr. 
Riley said. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + APRIL 3, 1937 


Farm Lines Extended 


by Niagara Hudson 


The New York State farmer and 
his rural neighbors have made out. 
standing progress in adopting elec. 
tricity for farm and home use, accord. 
ing to the report of the Niagara Hud. 
son Power System. Last year the sys. 
tem constructed 1,982 miles of new 
rural distribution lines, more than 
four times as many as in the preced. 
ing year. Including those connected 
to newly constructed lines, the system 
added approximately 11,500 rural cus. 
tomers. 

At the end of 1936 the system com. 
panies had in operation approximately 
12,500 miles of rural distribution 
lines, from which 35,097 farms and 
138,578 non-farm customers in rural 
communities were served. 

Under the present program. there 
will have been built and energized, 
by the end of this year, approximately 
84 per cent of the rural lines ulti- 
mately to be required to serve com: 
pletely the Niagara Hudson franchise 
territory classified as suitable for per- 
manent agricultural use. 

According to the present plan 1,500 
miles of additional lines are to be 
built. It was pointed out that ever) 
effort is being used to encourage 
greater use of electricity. The average 
cost to the farm customer in 1936 was 
1.31 cents a kilowatt-hour, as against 
1.8 cents the year before. During the 
same year the average use was 6.) 
per cent higher. The average farm 
used last year 81.2 per cent more elec- 
tricity than it did seven years ago and 
pays 41.7 per cent less per kilowatt: 
hour. 

* 


REA Approves Iowa Loan 


Construction of two generating sta 
tions in Iowa to serve nine REA co 
operatives there has been approved by 
the REA. Both will be Diesel-powered 
and the two will be interconnected. The 
Bradford station of 2,000 kw. capacity 
will cost $225,000, and the one neal 
Palmer of 1,600 kw. capacity will cot 
$185,000. 


Nashville Plans New Units 


Following a PWA grant, amounting 
to $60,000, the city of Nashville, 
Tenn., plans new construction and the 
installation of new equipment in col” 
nection with its electric distribute! 
system. 
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Tennessee Municipal 


Power Plants Upheld 


Overruling the objections by the 
Memphis Power & Light Company 
and the Tennessee Electric Power 
Company the Tennessee Supreme 
Court last week upheld the act of the 
Legislature authorizing construction of 
a municipal power plant and distribu- 
tion system at Chattanooga and _ the 
of bonds to finance con- 

The court affirmed the de- 
cision of the chancellor sustaining the 
law. 

Memphis Power & Light sought to 
enjoin the city from proceeding with 
the contract with the Tennessee Valley 
Authority to purchase power for 
twenty years and the one being nego- 
tiated with the Public Works Ad- 
ministration for the sale of $9,000,000 
of its bonds to raise funds for the 
construction of the electric plant. 

The court ruled that the TVA and 
the PWA have authority to make such 
contracts and that the Tennessee Legis- 
lature has expressly authorized Mem- 
phis to enter into the agreements. 
The court also held that neither con- 
tract is a violation of any constitu- 
tional provision. 

Memphis voted 32,735 to 1,868 ap- 
proving the $9,000,000 bond issue for 
a municipal plant to distribute TVA 
power. 


issuance 
struction. 


& 
New Plant for Vevay, Ind. 


Plans have been made by the Vevay 
(Ind.) Town Board to purchase a 
building site for a new light and 
water plant to replace the one de- 
stroyed by a cave-in of the Ohio River 


bank during the disastrous flood in 
February. No estimate of the cost of 
the new plant has been made public. 
It is said that the contract will be let 
as soon as the plans have been com- 
pleted. 


Utility Bills Killed 


by Wisconsin Senate 


The Wisconsin Senate last week 
killed by indefinite postponement 
three bills designed to permit free 


competition by municipal utilities 
with privately owned plants. The 
measures were introduced in behalf 


of the Wisconsin League of Munici- 
palities. 

The bills provided that municipali- 
ties could improve their plants and 
make extensions without supervision 
of the Public Service Commission; 
would permit municipalities to estab- 
lish power plants to supply energy 
for street lighting and public build- 
ings, and would permit municipali- 
ties to compete with private plants 
without a certificate from the commis- 
sion. 

At the same time the Assembly 
passed a bill which would empower 
municipalities to set up utilities in 
competition with existing private com- 
panies. 

Another bill which would prohibit 
utilities from merchandising appli- 
ances has been returned to the Assem- 
bly with unfavorable 
tions of the committee. 

A bill which provides that no ser- 
vice charge for electric energy for re- 
tail purposes shall be made by any 
utility has been introduced. 


recommenda- 





TRADE SHOW—Gov. Charles F. Hurley opening the recent fourth annual electrical 


trade show 


at Boston under auspices of Electrical Manufacturers Representatives 


Club of New England. More than 11,000 visitors viewed with interest the 106 


exhibits, 
ley, Ch 


L. to. r.: William V. Haynes, Lt.-Col. Arcand, Gov. Hurley, Arthur F. Hur- 
arles D. White, H. J. MacDonald, trade show chairman, and Stafford J. King 
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Maryland Body Rules 


on Uniform Accounts 


An order looking toward putting 
into effect in Maryland the revised 
uniform system of accounts for elec- 
tric utilities recommended by the Na- 
tional Association of Railroad and 
Utilities Commissioners, covering 
Classes A, B, C and D, has been 
handed down by the Maryland Public 
Service Commission. The commission 
has sent copies of the order and the 
revised uniform system of accounts 
recommended by the association to all 
electric companies doing business in 
Maryland. 

Each company is given until April 
7 to show cause why the commission 
should not adopt the recommended 
system and promulgate it as the regu- 
lations to be observed by the com- 
panies, effective next January 1. The 
commission also has set April 12 as 
the date on which to hold a public 
hearing. 

“ 


Loss in Louisville 


Flood Yet Unknown 


Territory of Louisville Gas & Elec- 
tric Company is rapidly recovering 
from the recent Ohio River flood as 
evidenced by rebuilding and modern- 
izing now in progress. The two steam 
plants of the company are in opera- 
and are carrying 74,000 kw., 
against 61,000 kw. last year, accord- 
ing to Bernard W. Lynch, president 
of Standard Gas & Electric Company. 
in a letter to stockholders. 

“It is still impossible to tell ac- 
curately the amount of damage sus- 
tained by the Louisville company,” Mr. 
Lynch said. Damage will come from 
two sources, he said. No substantial 
destruction of property occurred, and 
the cost will be mainly in restoration 
and reconditioning of property dam- 
aged by flood waters and in temporary 
loss of business and earnings. 

W. B. Wilson, president of Louis- 
ville Gas & Electric, said that the 
Ohio Falls hydro-electric station, in 
which the generating units were com- 
pletely submerged during the high 
water, is still shut down. Mr. Wilson 
said that there substantial 
destruction of property. Five of the 
eight generating units are revolving so 
as to dry them out and the other 
three are being cleaned. Mr. Wilson 
stated that it is expected that all will 
soon be available for service. 


tion 
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Forbes Awards Made 
in Company Contest 


Awards in the contest “Why I Like 
to Work for My Company” conducted 
by Forbes Magazine were made this 
week by B. C. Forbes at a luncheon 
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

The first award of $250 in cash 
went to Lucille L’Hommedieu, recep- 
tionist of the industrial relations de- 
partment of Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company at East Pitts- 
burgh. Jacob Yavitch, machinist of 
the American Locomotive Company, 
was second and awarded $150 in cash, 
while duplicate awards of $50 each 
for third place went to R. O. Cox, gas 
measurement clerk of Lone Star Gas 
Corporation, and Walter J. Held, sales 
development specialist of Standard Oil 
Company of California. 

Honorary mention went to Ralph E. 
Broyles, Graybar Electric Company; 
Jack Currie, Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corporation; Donald MacDonald, 
Swift & Company Lewis R. Morton, 
Brooklyn Edison Company, and Mary 
\. Neff, Marshall Field & Company. 


Missouri Utilities 
Plan State Meeting 


The annual state convention of the 
Missouri Association of Public Util- 
ities will be held April 21, 22, and 23 
at Excelsior Springs. C. E. Michel, 
president, will preside at the business 
sessions. 

Governor Harold G. Hoffman of 
New Jersey and Charles W. Kellogg, 
pres dent of the E. E. I., will be prin- 
cipal speakers. Others on the program 
include Robert W. Hendee, manager of 
Colorado Interstate Gas Company: 
Grover C. Neff, Wisconsin Power & 
Light; Dr. Harry F. Parker, 
health commissioner of Missouri; H. 
C. Blackwell, president of Cincinnati 
Gas & Electric; Conrad H. Mann, Kan- 


sas City; S. B. Williams, managing 
editor of ELEctRICAL Wor.Lp, and D. 
L. Fennell, Kansas City Public Service 


Company. 
® 


Kentucky Utility Meet 


Electric utility companies operating 
in Kentucky have been called before 
for 
April 6 to work out plans for eco- 
rural 


The move 


the 


Public Service Commission 


nomical for 


power sources 
co-operative associations. 
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has been made by the desire of the 
commission to give impetus to exten- 
sive development of power in rural 
sections. 

° 


Light to Seek Rehearing 


Attorneys for Harry Light, who lost 
his case in which he resisted the city’s 
right to condemn Patrick county, Vir- 
ginia, lands for power purposes are 
preparing to apply for a rehearing. 
The project is on the Dan River. 


Symposium on Wear of Metals 


A symposium on wear of metals 
will be held under the auspices of the 
Philadelphia district committee of the 
American Society for Testing Mate- 
rials on April 5 at the Engineers Club 
of Philadelphia. 


eetings 





state 


Greater New York Safety Council-——An- 
nual convention, Astor Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., April 138-15. Paul W. 
Garrett, secretary, 60 East 42d St., New 
York, N. Y. 


International Association for Testing Ma- 
terials—International congress, London, 


England, April 19-24. K. Headlam- 
Morley, honorary secretary, 28 Victoria 
St., London, S.W.1. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities— 
Annual convention, Elms Hotel, Excel- 
sior Springs, Mo., April 21-23. Jesse 
Blythe, assistant secretary, 101 West 
High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers 
—Spring meeting, Buffalo, N. Y., April 
28-29. Brent Wiley, managing director, 
Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Electrochemical Society—Spring meeting, 
Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia, 
Pa., April 28-May 1. Colin G. Fink, 
secretary, Columbia University, New 
Yoru, N. YX. 


Edison 
nical 





tech- 
3-7; 


Electric In'stitute—Annual 
committees, Chicago, May 
annual meeting, Chicago, June 1-4. 
Bornard F. Weadoeck. manaving diree- 
tor, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York. 
NY 


y 
American Institute of Electrical En- 
gineers—Northeastern district, Buffalo. 


N. Y., May 5-7. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, 
1 Seon 


National Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 


ciation—Spring meeting, The Home- 
stead, Hot Springs, Va., May 16-20. 


W. J. Donald, managing diréctor, 155 
East 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Associa- 
tion—Annual convention, The Home- 
stead, Hot Springs, Va.. May 23-27. 
Alfred Byers, secretary, National Elec- 
trical Wholesalers Association, 165 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Fourth 
annual conference, The Homestead, 
Hot Springs, Va., May 27-29. J. W. 
Talley. executive secretary, 308 Haas- 
Howell Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Carmody Backs Plan 
for REA Act Change 


Support for a bill to amend the 
1936 Rural Electrification Act so as 
to permit REA to function in terri. 
tories now served by private utilities 
was voiced last week by John Car. 
mody, REA Administrator, in a letter 
to Senator Ellison D. Smith, chair. 
man of the Senate committee on agri- 
culture and forestry. 

The bill, introduced by Senator 
McNary of Oregon, would remove 
from the original act the restriction 
confining REA activities to persons 
in rural areas who are not receiving 
central station service. 

Administrator Carmody’s letter 
pointed out that it was not his inten- 
tion “to authorize the establishment 
of duplicating systems,” but that the 
practice of building so-called spite 
lines in regions where REA co-opera- 
tives are in process of formation has 
seriously handicapped his agency. 
The existing limitation might be in- 
terpreted so as to throw doubt on the 
validity of loans to co-operatives in 
such cases. 


Electrical Manufacturers 
Exhibit at Home Show 


More than 102,000 persons visited 
the fifteenth annual Home Show held 
recently in the Milwaukee Auditorium. 
Among the 300 exhibitors were the 
following: Badger Refrigeration & 
Engineering Company, Boggis-John- 
son Electric Company, General Elec: 
tric Supply Company, Graybar Elec: 
tric Company, Lindemann & Hoverson 
Company, Milwaukee Electric Railway 
& Light Company, Strauss Electric 
Company, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company and the Lap: 
pin Electric Company. Electrical ap- 
pliance dealers exhibiting included 
G. A. Butter Company, E. H. Schaefer 
Corporation and the Taylor Electric 
Company. 


Utility Changes Name 


Through an amendment to its 
charter the Broad River Power Com 
pany has changed its name to the 
South Carolina Electric & Gas Com 
pany. The service, which was largely 
confined to Columbia and the Broad 
River valley in 1924 when the charter! 
was issued, now extends over a larg 
portion of central South Carolina. 
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Output Increases Margin Over 1936 
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Stull resisting the normal downward 
movement of this season, the output of 
the electric light and power industry 
during the week ended March 27 
matched that of two weeks in Feb- 
ruary and one in March with a total 
of 2,200,143,000 kw.-hr., according to 
the Edison Electric Institute. There 
was a decline of 0.5 per cent from the 
preceding week but the gain compared 
with 1936 continues to widen and now 
amounts to 18.1 per cent. While a 
portion of this unusual increase is to 
be ascribed to last year’s flood condi- 


tions, which effected an appreciable 
sag in the output curve, the larger 
share of it must be ascribed to greater 
industrial demand. 

Floods were especially severe in 
the central industrial area and the 
24.4 per cent increase in that section 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 


1937 1936 1935 
Mar. 27...2,200 Mar. 21..1,862 Mar. 23..1,725 
Mar. 20...2,211 Mar. 14..1,901 Mar. 16. .1,728 
Mar. 13...2,213 Mar. 7..1,893 Mar. 9..1,724 
Mar. 6...2,200 Feb. 29..1,903 Mar. 2..1,734 
Feb. 27...2,207 Feb. 22..1,942 Feb. 23..1,728 
Feb. 20 2,212 Feb. 15..1,950 Feb. 16..1,761 


is not a true measure of the demand. 
This applies also to the 18.9 per cent 
in New England. But the same cannot 
be said of the high percentages in the 
Rocky Mountain states and the South. 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week ended 


Region Mar. 27 Mar. 20 Mar. 13 
New England..... +18.% +21.1 +15.8 
Middle Atlantic +13 .2 +14.5 13.9 
Central Industrial +24.4 +20.0 21.3 
West Central..... +11.4 + 9.9 + 8.8 
Southern States... +18.3 +19.0 18.1 
Rocky Mountain +31.5 +30.7 +28 .2 
Pacific... . : + 3.8 + 4.2 + 5.4 

United States +181 +16.3 +16.9 





Ontario Hydro Forecasts 
Reduction in Power Costs 


Ontario Hydro-Electric Commission 
forecasts in its annual report a re- 
duction in the wholesale price of 
power before November 1 and an- 
nounces lower power costs for paper 
mills at the head of the lakes. It is 
also planned to construct more than 
1.500 miles of extra rural primary 
lines to meet an anticipat-d 10,000 
new applications for service. 

The commission reports that as a 
result of repudiation of contracts with 
(Juebec companies cost of power pur- 
chased declined to $2,824.228 during 
the fiscal year ended October 31, 


1936, from $7,963,923 in the preced- 
ing fiscal year, a saving of $5,112,695 
to the commission. 

* 


Bridgeport Brass Expansion 


Program to Cost $3,750,000 


Estimates of the expansion program 
of the Bridgeport (Conn.) Brass Com- 
pany puts the cost at about $3,750,000 
divided as follows: Rolling mill and 
equipment, $3,200,000; rolling mill 
office and laboratory unit, $100,000; 
wire and rod mill equipmen:, $250,- 
000; addition and equipment tube 
mill, $150,000; casting shop furnaces, 
$50,000; electric modernization of hot 
mill drive, $25,000. 
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Output in Canada Advances 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada for February amounted to 
2,147,635,000 kw.-hr., an increase of 
11 per cent over February, 1936, the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics reporis. 
Exports to the United States amounted 
t 138,042,000 kw.-hr., compared with 
110,684,000 kw.-hr. in the similar 


month of 1936. 
. 


Delta-Star Gives New Prices 
Delta-Star Electric Company has 
issued the following new prices and 
discount sheets on switching equip- 
ment: Price lists 6-1, 7-1, 8-B, 32-C2, 
35-B3, 36-F2, 30-B3 and 303-1. 
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GRAND COULEE DAM—FExcavating the Columbia River bed for the central 
section of the federal power dam. Two months ago the river channel was 
where the 5-yd. shovel is eating its way toward bedrock. The high concrete 
wall in the background is Block No. 40 of the dam ELECTRI 
ING—As a 
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HIGHWAY LIGHTING — Section of the Post Road outside the of Greenwich and 
CosCob, Conn., where sodium 10,000-lumen units are used. Incandescent 10,000-lumen units are 
used in the city limits. Luminaires are equipped with special reflectors and refractors which 
more than double the amount of light thrown on the road by the old-style units and direct the 
light away from houses. Equipment is by General Electric Company and 
Connecticut Light & Power Company 


cities 


installation by 


Credit Public Works Administration 
SOURCE OF POWER—Up- 


stream face of the power house 





at Bonneville Dam, under con- 
struction by the War Depart- 
ment with the aid of an allot- 
ment of $32,440,700 from the 
PWA. 
be installed, each having a ca- 
pacity of 60,000 hp. Space is 
being provided for more units. 


Two power units will 
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ABOUT PEOPLE 





Executive Shifts Announced 
in Western Massachusetts 
Sidney W. Stevens has been elected 
president of the United Electric Light 
Company, Springfield, Mass., and 
Harry E. Duren president of the West- 
ern Massachusetts Electric Company, 
Greenfield. Fred L. Hunt has been 
elected operating vice-president of 
the latter organization. Both proper- 
ties are controlled and managed by 
the Western Massachusetts Companies. 
George W. Lawrence becomes chair- 
man of each board. Mr. Stevens, 
formerly vice-president of the United 
company and for many years identi- 
fied with its development from his 
early connection with industrial power 
sales activities and subsequent promo- 
tions to various executive posts at 
Springfield, is widely known in New 
England utility circles. Mr. Duren 
also was a power sales engineer in 
utility work, being connected with 





S. W. Stevens 


the Turners Falls and Fall River Elec- 
tric Light companies for several years 
following connections with General 
Electric on the Pacific Coast and in 


the East. 


He became manager at 
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yr 


H,. E. Duren 


Greenfield in 1921. Mr. Hunt, an- 
other former General Electric engineer 
at Schenectady and Boston, became 
chief engineer of the Turners Falls 
Power & Electric Company in 1913 
and has been director of engineering 
and economics of the Western Massa- 
chusetts Companies since 1927. 


PCLaRENCE A. WINDER, formerly 
engineering adviser to the develop- 
ment division of the Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration, has been ap- 
pointed chief engineer for the Public 
Utilities Commission of Michigan. 


> Don McGowan, newspaper man of 
Detroit and Lansing, has been ap- 
pointed publicity and advertising man- 
ager of the Consumers Power Com- 
pany, Jackson, to succeed the late 


Henry H. Tinkham. 


P CLARENCE STANLEY was elected a 
member of the board of directors of 
the General Electric Company at the 
meeting held last week. Mr. Stinley 
is president of the Union Trust Com- 
pany of Pittsburgh, Pa., and a son 
of William Stanley, one of the pio- 
neers of the electrical industry. 
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Central Maine Power Shifts 
Six Staff Officers 


Louis C. Brown has been appointed 
superintendent of the Livermore Falls 
district of the Central Maine Power 
Company, following four years’ serv- 
ice in the meter department there and 
at Lewiston. H. H. Eastman, com- 
pany representative at Limerick, has 
been made superintendent of that 
area, and H. L. Jackson, formerly 
distribution engineer in the operating 
department at Augusta headquarters, 
has been designated superintendent 
of the Norway district. Mr. Jackson 
joined Central Maine nine years ago 
after a term of service with the 
American Steel Engineering Company 
as sales engineer. O. M. Palmer, 
formerly company representative at 
Norway, has been appointed superin- 
tendent of the meter department at 
Lewiston, and R. A. Quint, who has 
been superintendent at Bridgton, has 
become construction engineer for the 
operating department at Augusta. He 
was vice-president and general mana- 
ger of the Western Maine Power 
Company before Central Maine 
acquired that utility. W. H. Under- 
wood, who ha: been district superin- 
tendent at Livermore Falls, now 
becomes superintendent at Bridgton. 


> H. A. WINNE, manager of sales, 
mining and steel mill section of the 
industrial department of the General 
Electric Company, will join the en- 
gineering department as general assis- 
tant to R. C. Muir, vice-president in 
charge of engineering. He will be 
succeeded by J. J. HUETHER, present 
manager of sales machinery manufac- 
turers’ section. S. W. Corsin, who 
has been connected with General 
Electric sin-e 1930, will take over 
Mr. Huether’s position as manager of 
the machinery manufacturers’ section. 
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International Harvester 
Announces New Appointments 


Three managerial promotions in the 
sales department of International Har- 
vester Company have been announced 
by C. R. Morrison, vice-president. The 
changes are: the appointment of J. L. 
McCaffrey, formerly manager of do- 
mestic sales, as director of domestic 
and Canadian sales; appointment of 
W. F. McAfee, formerly manager of 
domestic motor truck sales, to succeed 
Mr. McCaffrey as manager of domes- 
tic sales; and appointment of P. V. 
Moulder, formerly assistant manager 
of the Eastern district, to succeed Mr. 
McAfee as manager of domestic motor 
truck sales. ' 


PRoy T. Apsortrt, formerly statistician 
of the Brooklyn Edison Company in 
charge of the statistical and rate bu- 
reaus, has recently joined the financial 
department of the American Gas & 
Electric Company. 


> Martin H. Goipen has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the East 
Jaffrey district of the New Hampshire 
Gas & Electric Company. 


> Howarp B. Hatt has been appoint- 
ed by the Foster Wheeler Corporation 
regional director in charge of its 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Pittsburgh 
territories. The experience of Mr. 
Hall covers a wide range of industrial 
activity and for the past eight years 


he has been director of the industrial 
division of Murray & Flood, consult- 
ing engineers. Prior to that time Mr. 
Hall served many years as corporation 
sales executive. 


> AnpREw W. Rosertson, chairman 
of the board of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, 
and GERARD Swope, president of the 
General Electric Company, have been 
named to membership on the board 
of directors of the New York World’s 
Fair of 1939. 


PD. S. MacCork ie has resigned as 
cable engineer in the engineering de- 
partment of the New York and Queens 
Electric Light & Power Company, 
Flushing, N. Y., and is now associated 
with the Habirshaw Cable & Wire 
Corporation, Yonkers, N. Y., as a 
sales engineer. 


> R. S. TRowspALE, manager of the 
Canadian General Electric Company, 
Ltd., at Calgary, Alberta, was recently 
elected chairman of the 
branch of the Canadian 
turers’ Association. 


Calgary 
Manufac- 


P OrvILLE L. Evans, manager of the 
Lancaster division of Twin State Gas 
& Electric Company and of the North- 
ern district of the Public Service Com- 
pany of New Hampshire, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Dover, N. H., 
division of the Twin State company, 
succeeding the late Robert M. McGil- 


livray. 





SPINNING A FEW YARNS—The candid 
Gale, commercial manager Idaho Power Company; P. M. Parry, vice-president 


and 


camera caught (left to right) R. E. 


commercial manager Utah Power & Light Company, and G. O. Hodgson, 


Rocky Mountain division manager incandescent lamp department, General Elec- 
tric Company, at recess during the Utah Power sales conference held recently 


in Salt Lake City 
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OBITUARY 


James D. Andrew 


James D. Andrew, manager of the 
American Boiler Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation and Affiliated Industries since 
1933, and at one time prominently 
identified with the public utility engi- 
neering and construction fields, died, 
of pneumonia, March 22 at his home 
in Englewood, N. J. 

A native of Brooklyn, N. Y., and a 
graduate of Columbia University, Mr. 
Andrew spent three years in erecting 
and testing engines for the E. P. Allis 
Company, Milwaukee, and the next 
three years as mechanical engineer of 
the Metropolitan Street Railway, New 
York. He then joined the New York 
Edison Company as chief engineer. 
Subsequently the Boston Elevated 
Railway made him superintendent of 
power, which position he relinquished 
to become superintendent of station 
engineering for the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Company of Boston. 

In 1923 Mr. Andrew was made vice- 
president of Stevens & Wood, Inc., in 
charge of design, construction and 
operation of power plants in Pennsyl- 
vania and Ohio. He also engaged in 
engineering surveys in South America. 
Mr. Andrew was 62 years of age. 


« 
F. L. Maytag 


Frederick L. Maytag, chairman of 
the board of directors of the Maytag 
Company, manufacturer of electric 
washing machines, died in Los Angeles 
March 26, in his eighty-first year. 
Although a pioneer automobile maker, 
Mr. Maytag finally devoted all his 
energies to the manufacture of the 
washing machines bearing his name. 
He had been building them since 1907. 
He was a member of the Iowa State 
Senate from 1902-1912 and served as 
Mayor of Newton, Iowa, from 1923 to 
1925. In 1926 the Home Appl:ance 
Merchants of America presented to 
Mr. Maytag a magnificent gold me- 
dallion in recognition of ais out- 
standing service as a manufacturer 
and merchandiser of electrical home 


appliances. 
* 


P Leon J. THAyerR, for many years 
superintendent of construction for the 
Edison Electric Illuminating Company 
of Brockton, Mass., died at his home 
in that city March 19. Mr. Thayer 
was born in Guilford, Vt., 69 years 
ago. He retired in 1935. 
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Increase in Payroll 


Totals $7,000,000 


An annual increase in payroll of 
$7,000,000 for employees on a 
selected basis in all plants of the 
General Electric Company, effective 
this week, was announced by Presi- 
dent Gerard Swope. 

In making this announcement Presi- 
dent issued the following 
statement: “Under ‘wage rates’ of the 
established policies governing wages, 
hours working conditions for 
shop employees, the following policy 
is established: 


Swope 


and 


It is the policy of the company to pay 
wage rates equal to or higher than wage 
rates paid in the community industries for 
comparable work requiring the same skill 
and efficiency. If wage rates paid by the 
company are found to be lower than going 
rates, the company will promptly rectify 
them. The management will appreciate 
having the matter called to its attention. 

The management of each works will 
welcome opportunities to discuss with in- 
terested employees the basis of wages paid 
by the company. 


“In response to recent requests of 
representatives of our employees, and 
in line with the above stated policy, 
adjustments on a selective basis for 
day workers and piece workers will be 
made at the various works of the com- 
pany effective the first week in April. 


“Following the usual procedure 
established for many years past, 


salaried employees will also be af- 
fected on a selective basis.” 


Refrigerator Sales Advance 


Sales of electrical refrigerators in 


January showed a sharp _ increase, 


compared with the corresponding 
month a year ago, according to 


statistics released last week by the 
National Electrical Manufacturers As- 
sociation. The January unit sales 
totaled 172,758, valued at $14,241.- 
195. compared with 116,586 units, 
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valued at $9,076,906, sold in the cor- 
responding month last year. Domes- 
tic unit sales for the month totaled 


159.417, valued at $13,331,060, com- 


pared with 108,985, valued at 
$8,523,114, last year. 
. 


Underwriters’ Laboratories 
Using New Lamp Cord Test 


Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., is 
now using the “oxygen bomb” test to 
determine the quality of rubber used 
in lamp cords of the rubber-sheath 
type. The premature failure of in- 
ferior cords has been the source of 
considerable embarrassment, it was 
said, since rubber compounds of in- 
ferior grade cannot be distinguished 
visually from better quality rubber 
when the cords are new. 

The new test, it was said, is prov- 
ing valuable in assuring that cords 
which go on the market carrying the 
laboratories’ bracelet label will give 
the quality of service which the Under- 
writers and manufacturers want the 
label to imply. 

° 
First Quarter Sales Gain 
for Standard Transformer 


Sales of the Standard Transformer 
Company of Warren, Ohio, for the 
first quarter this year are estimated 
approximately 50 per cent above the 
same period last year. Sales last year 
were double those of 1935. 

Factory facilities, both in space and 
equipment, have been doubled by the 
recent completion of a plant addition. 
The company has added auto-trans- 
formers for high-intensity mercury- 
vapor lamps for industrial service as 
a new line. 


. 
Clamps Go to New Market 
Otto Bieber, Inc., recently an- 


nounced Burndy Engineering Com- 
pany, Inc., New York, as a new mar- 
ket for its “Griptite” clamps. 
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Walsh-Healey Change 
Under Consideration 


Changes in the Walsh-Healey law 
are under consideration by the ex- 
perts of the Labor Department, though 
as yet nothing concrete has developed 
from their activities. | Prominent 
among the alterations in the law which 
are being investigated are methods by 
which the exemptions can be reduced 
from $10,000 to $5,000 or less, amend- 
ments designed to bring the subcon- 
tractor under more rigid control of 
the law, changes to make the require- 
ments of the law apply to materials 
from stock on hand and a clarifying 
of the definition of standards for mini- 
mum wages. 

It is considered certain that the La- 
bor Department will be ready soon to 
make public its determination of mini- 
mum wages for a number of indus- 
tries. 

. 


Air Units Equipment Sales 


Installed cost of equipment sold 
by the members of the Air Condition- 
ing Manufacturers’ Association in 
January and February totaled $14- 
512,000, compared to $5,471,000 in 
the first two months of 1936, an in- 
crease of 165 per cent, William B. 
Henderson, executive vice-president, 
has announced. February topped 
January, totaling $7,360,000. as 
against $7,152,000. 


Manufacturers’ Dividends 


The following dividend announce- 
ments have recently been made by 
electrical manufacturing companies: 


Directors of the Superheater Company 
have declared a quarterly dividend of 29 
cents a share on the common stock, pay: 
able April 15 to holders of record April 5. 
The last payment was 123 cents a share 
on January 15. 


Directors of the Century Electric Com 











n 


at 
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pany have declared a dividend of $1 per 
share on the common stock, payable March 
31 to holders of record March 25. This 
compares with $3 paid on December 21, 
Jast, and dividends of 50 cents were paid 
on October 15 and July 15, 1936, this 
latter being the first payment made since 
October 1, 1931, when a like distribution 
was made. 
s 


Sales Representatives Named 


Electrical manufacturers have _re- 
cently made the following 
ments in their sales staffs: 

Ohio Brass Company has appointed Ed- 
ward W. Leahey district sales manager 
to serve power utilities, transit companies, 
and steam railroads in Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia’ and lower Maryland. His _head- 
quarters will be in Philadelphia. 

Hubbard & Company has announced that 
S. P. Larsen, southwestern sales engineer, 
has recently established an office in Los 
Angeles at 448 South Hill Street. 

The Synthane Corporation has appointed 
William H. Borden as Detroit representative. 

Roller-Smith Company has _ appointed 
Spring & Buckley, Inc., New Britain, Conn., 
as its agent for Connecticut. 

Penn Electric Switch Company has placed 
R.V. Clark in charge of its new branch office 
in Dayton, Ohio. R. H. Luscombe has been 
named manager of the New York branch to 
succeed Mr. Clark. 

Ralph C. Cameron has been appointed 
manager of the department store sales 
division of General Electric appliance and 
merchandise department. 

W. L. Thompson Company, Boston, has 
been appointed distributor for the Carrier 
Corporation. 


assign- 


Ferranti Has New Meter 


Detachable metering has been intro- 
cuced in Canada by the Ferranti Elec- 
tric Limited because of the success it 
has met in the United States. Licensed 
under Westinghouse patents the new 
meter will combine Ferranti design 
with the universal convenience and 
adaptability of the plug-in principle. 

. 
Leonard Refrigerators 


Shipments of Leonard refrigerators 
during February were 66.3 per cent 
above a year ago, according to R. I. 
Petrie, sales manager. Shipments for 
the first five months of the fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 1936, were 113.3 
per cent above the same period in the 
preceding fiscal vear. 


a 





New York Metal Prices 
March 23, 1937 March 31, 1937 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic. . 16.25* 17.00 
— Am. S. & R. 

MKS dpulcgge as 7.00 6.95 

Antimony a F 16.50 

lickel ingot... 2... || 35.00 35.00 

Tin Soe ceebaveuen 7.85 7.85 

DDS eimigy re 5.5 5 5 

Aluminun, age 65.50 64.75 

PES 5 20-21 20-21 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 








Field Reports on Business 


The vitality of the electrical industry to move ahead even in the 


face of adverse news is indicated in reports from the field to 
ELECTRICAL WorRLD. The Easter trade was the best in many years. 
Orders for heavy equipment are above a year ago. Retail sales are 


in good volume. A further rise in prices for some lines is indicated 


on the basis of higher operating costs and wages. 


PACIFIC COAST 

March has been an excellent month for 
various reasons, chief of which has been 
the response to heavy buying by utilities, 
coincident with the shipping and billing of 
material for long-standing jobs. Architects 
and engineers report busy staffs, indicating 
a continuance of these conditions. 

Buying by U. S. Forest Service is re- 
cording a new seasonal level, the past 
week’s purchases having included 2,500 
miles of bare and 10 miles of insulated 
telephone wire and 50,000 flashlight batter- 
ies. Recent rural electrification awards cover 
$325,000 for 260 miles of distributing line 
and a 450-kva. plant near Lewiston to serve 
a thousand customers, and $110,000 for a 
7-mile line and an 80-kva. portable plant 
serving 500 Oregon customers temporarily 
pending completion of Bonneville project. 

Much heavy electrical machinery is being 
ordered, including five electric cranes, size 
30 to 60 tons for various locations near 
Seattle and Los Angeles, principally for the 
latters Colorado River pumping plant. High- 
tension insulator business aggregating $150,- 
000 is to be placed largely for the new 
Seattle line. Other apparatus orders cover 
$15,000 of switchgears for a mine in the 
Mother Lode district, $5,000 of small mo- 
tors to be built into stock-pumping equip- 
ment $240,000 of oil circuit breakers for 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company’s Oakland 
plant and $9,000 fractional-horsepower mo- 
tors for a manufacturing industrial. Distri- 
bution transformers, sizes 5 to 200 kva., are 
moving out from the Bay area at the rate 
of 250 per week. Recent awards by city of 
Los Angeles include $60,000 oil circuit 
breakers, $9,000 wattmeters, $2,000 auxiliary 
relays and $15,000 high-tension insulators. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Utility and industrial equipment buying 
continues at a high level. Large power 
transformer business is picking up in con- 
nection with new substation construction 
projects and tie-line activities. Wire and 
cable orders are at a peak with upward 
price trends and deliveries inclined to be- 
come slower. Distribution material is mov- 
ing actively, the open winter having en- 
couraged earlier planning for spring con- 
struction throughout this area. New hydro- 
electric plant construction at Hardwick and 
Milton, Vt., is contemplated. Uncertainties 
of the labor situation are stimulating pur- 
chases in many apparatus fields. 

Switch manufacturers report business run- 
ning far ahead of a year ago. Domestic 
appliance sales are well maintained, electric 
refrigerator units moving in large volume, 
with electric range sales increasing. In in- 
dustry motor sales are ahead of last year 
by a wide margin, prices firming and busi- 
ness is highly diversified. Electric furnace 
negotiations are active. Industrial electric 
truck projects reflect improved conditions. 

The Cambridge Electric Light Company 
has purchased about $100,000 worth of ap- 
paratus for new and modernized substation 
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construction, including three 3,000-kv., 13- 
kv., network transformers and auxiliary ap- 
paratus, metal-clad equipment and switching 
apparatus. Boston Edison will buy two 
high-pressure steam boilers shortly for use 
at its L Street station in the superposition 
program previously referred to in these 
columns. Each boiler will have a capacity 
of 300,000 lb. of steam per hour, according 
to present plans. 

Interest in safety engineering shows a 
marked increase and an important manu- 
facturers’ exhibit of devices of electrical 
and industrial interest will be a feature of 
a two-day session of the Massachusetts 
Safety Council at the Hotel Statler, Boston, 
beginning April 5. 


NEW YORK 


Orders for heavy electrical equipment so 
far this year are running well above a year 
ago with «indications that manufacturing 
plants may be pressed to make rush de- 
liveries. Retail sales of household appliances 
continue in good volume. The Easter trade 
in this section was brisk in all lines. 

Public Service Electric & Gas of New 
Jersey is expanding transmission and dis- 
tribution facilities Highway lighting is 
active. Manufacturing plants are being 
enlarged and new electrical equipment in- 
stalled. Electrical contractors report good 
business both in the industrial and resi- 
dential fields. 

The weakness in government bonds has 
had an adverse effect on corporate financing. 
Prices of utility stocks and bonds reached 
new lows for the year in many instances. 
Unless there is a reversal of the trend 
several pending issues will be postponed. 
Unless the industry is able to raise capital 
construction budgets will be pared. It now 
appears that money rates will definitely 
move higher. 


CHICAGO 


Local action in taking a firm position 
against the sit-down strikers appears to have 
broken the epidemic, which had gained con- 
siderable momentum during the past few 
weeks. The result is that the Chicago man- 
ufacturing situation has been kept on a 
fairly steady basis. Industry is still build- 
ing production and man-power, and improve- 
ment was reflected in many quarters. Raw 
material price increases and fear of further 
inflation, however, are prime factors in the 
upward trend. Inability to secure sufficient 
material is handicapping many manufac- 
turers in keeping production at the point 
necessary to fill orders on hand. Reports 
from retail outlets indicate the heaviest 
Easter buying in many years. 

Purchases of electrical equipment are re- 
ported to be steadily rising. Motor and 
control equipment sales are substantially 
ahead of last year. Wire and cable sales 
are steady. Lighting equipment manufac- 
turers are still reporting a healthy volume 
of business. Pole line equipment and power 
transformers are moving in good volume. 





(1161) 










































































































































































120 
{10 
100 
90 
80 
70 
60 —— 
50 | 
40 
30 
20 
10 


‘PRICE TREND OF 37 
+ POWER AND LIGHT, 
COMMON STOCKS 


+ 


| 


PPiCE TREND OF 
50 POWER AND 
LIGHT BONDS 








1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 


1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July 
1937 





1936 





Utility Stocks Decline; Bonds Lower 



































JFMAMJJSASOND 
1937 


The downward trend in utility stocks continued during the week to reach a new low 


for the year. 
prices also reached a new low in March. 


“Electrical World” index 35.8; last week 36.2; 1937 high, 41.5. 


Bond 


“Electrical World” index 1014.7; February, 


105.8; January, 106.2 


New England Utility 
Deal Passed by SEC 


SEC has approved an application 
by Massachusetts Utilities Associates, 
a subsidiary company of the New 
England Power Association, for au- 
thority to acquire from the New Eng- 
land Gas & Electric Association mi- 
nority interests in sixteen subsidiaries, 
of which the applicant already owns 
70 per cent of the voting securities. 

In exchange for the securities to be 
acquired the applicant is to pay New 
England Gas & Electric $25,000 in 
cash and transfer minority holdings 
of stock of the Plymouth County Elec- 
tric Company, consisting of 49,830 
shares of $25-par capital stock, 1,366 
shares of $100-par 6 per cent cumula- 
tive preferred stock and 1.288 shares 
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of $100-par common stock. New Eng- 
land Gas & Electric, which has filed 
application for exemption as a hold- 
ing company, also obtained permis- 
sion to carry through the transaction. 

The commission found that the pro- 
unreasonable” and 
that the acquisition would serve public 
interest. 


posal was “not 


Interest Ordered Withheld 


Federal Judge William H. Holly 
directed the Utilities Power & Light 
Corporation this week to withhold 
payment of $900,000 in semi-annual 
interest on debenture bonds, pending 
a determination whether it is solvent. 
The management of the corporation 
stated it had ample cash to pay the 
interest due on February 1. 
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Net of Bond & Share 


Shows Gain for Year 


Net income of Electric Bond & 
Share Company for 1935 was $9,310. 
421, equal after preferred dividends 
to 17 cents a common share. This 
compares with $9,299,895, or 16 cents 
a common share, in the preceding 
year. Gross income was $11,102.092, 
against $13,636,624. 

The balance sheet showed current 
assets of $14,610,902, including $9. 
372,897 in cash, against current assets 
of $36,743,413, including $11,787,207 
in cash and $21,275,129 in time de- 
posits in 1935. During the year the 
company purchased $25,000,000 of 
6 per cent debentures of United Gas 
Public Service Company from United 
Gas Corporation. Current liabilities 
totaled $4,092,204, against $4,043,144 
in 1935. Total assets were $553,194.- 


181, against $551,917,254. 






Utilities Vote Dividends 


Among recent declarations of divi- 
dends by utility companies are the 
following: 


Puget Sound Power & Light Company, 
$3.75 a share on the prior preference stock, 
reducing accumulations as of April 15 to 
$15 a share. 

Northwestern Electric Company, $1.75 on 
account of arrears on 7 per cent preferred, 
payable April 1 to holders of record 
March 18. Arrears as of April 2, 1937, 
amount to $21.87. 

Central Maine Power Company, $1.75 on 
7 per cent preferred, April 1 to holders of 
record March 10, payment on arrears; $1.50 
on 6 per cent preferred, and $1.50 on $6 
preferred, both payable April 1 to holders 
of record of March 10, payments on arrears. 

California Oregon Power Company, $2.25 
a share on the 6 per cent preferred, ac- 
cumulated, payable April 15 to holders of 
record March 31. Also $2.25 on the 6 per 
cent preferred (1927), accumulated, and on 
the 7 per cent preferred, accumulated, 
$2.623, both payable April 15 to holders of 
record March 31. 





Annual Reports (Utilities) 


1936 1935 


American & Foreign 


Pwr. & subs....... $15,781,549 $14,665,165 
Connecticut Power.. 1,741,418 1,539,767 
Duquesne Light..... 10,278,033 10,443,350 
Electric Bond & Share 9,340,421 9,299,899 
Electric Power & 

Light & subs....... 18,464,191 10,831,649 
New York Power & 

SS Re eee 2,945,808 3,041,182 
Niagara Falls Power a 

ee, eee 3,478,069 3,409,137 
Niagara Hudson a a 

Power & subs...... 17,816,581 16,274,570 
North American Edi- on 

son & subs......... 11,135,680 8.181, 709 
Pacific Gas & Electric 23,960,528 — 21,268,989 
Syracuse Lighting... 1,021,156 10408, 588 
Utica Gas & Electric P “0 

a ae ee ee 735,245 712,408 
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EQUIPMENT 
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oscilloscoy:e. 
Production testing of electric motors, bill 
bearings, crankshafts, gear tiains, fans, air- 
conditioning equipment, and locating source 
of vibration in reciprocating or rotating ma- 
chinery; 
surfaces; checking ro!s for lonei- 
tudinal fracture, and d+termining 
the relative efficiency of ma- 
terials for the deadening 

of sound. 















Vibrating Reed 
Tachometer 


Heater—Recognizing that heat is most 
effective when applied at the floor zone, 
Hynes Electric Heating Company, Phila- 
delphia, has designed the Type HBS heater 
to sit on or near the floor. Suggested heat- 
ing applications include pump houses, power 
substations, locker rooms, employees’ rest- 
rooms and even offices, when the main heat- 
ing plant is shut down. Not a plug-in device, 
it is usually mounted permanently, but can 
be used as a portable heater, when heavy- 
duty cable, plug and wall receptacle are 
provided. For operation on voltages from 
115 to 230, a.c., single- or three-phase, and 
m 115/230 volts d.c. 


Laporatory Heater—A_ built-in  auto- 
transformer rather than a rheostat is used 
in the new Ful-Kontrol electric laboratory 
heater announced by the Precision Scientific 
Company, Chicago, Ill. Heater adjusts from 
0 to 750 watts for mild or intense heating; 
variation of heat is said to be virtually 
stepless, running up the scale in increments 
of less than one volt. It is offered with any 
one of several interchangeables tops, for use 
on 110 volts, 60 cycles. 


Vinration Prck-Up—Sensitivity that will 
pick up the vibrations from the escapement 
ol a wristwatch and ruggedness to with- 
stand vibrations of 1/16-in. amplitude are 
claimed features of the new Model 156 
Sunco inertia type crystal vibration pick-up 
announced by Sundt Enginzering Company, 
Chicago. A bimorph crystal is mounted in- 
‘ide the flat aluminum case at the end of 
the 8in. duralumin test prod. When the 
case (which weighs only 4 oz.) vibrates, the 
Crystal flexes of its own inertia and sets up 
‘o'tage impulses of exactly the same wave 
orm as the mechanical motion. The new 
Pick-up is used with a Model 150 N -sbcam 


A partial list of applications: 


checking relative smoo*hness of 


Barrery Tester—An easy, quick and 
accurate way of checking the capacity of 
Exide glass jar type cells used in railway 
signal service is said to be provided by the 
“Minute Man,” offered by the Railway Sales 
Division, Electric Storage Battery Company, 
Philadelphia. The test is made by dis- 
charging the cell at approximately its one- 
minute rated capacity. The “Minute Man” 
is connected to ‘re cell and at the end of a 
minute a neec e indicates its condition as 





oe 


Indicator Fuse 





S.oker Control 
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“O.K.” or in need of further attention. In 
the latter case the cell is given a boost 
charge, tested again; failing this time, it 
should be removed. 


Fuses—Permanently attached to the re- 
newable cartridge fuses marketed by the 
Indicator Corporation of Newark, N. J., is 
a neon indicating light; in addition, its 
housing serves as a fuse puller. Both ferrule 
and knife blade types are available, in 
ratings of 250 and 600 volts, 3 to 60 amp. 
and 70 to 600 amp. Incidentally, the indi- 
cator and fuse puller is available in a 
separate unit for attachment to other makes 
of fuses. 


Winter Arr ConpitioNeR—Small in size 
compared with ordinary systems designed 
only for heating, a new oil-fired warm air 
conditioner developed by the General Elec- 
tric Company is intended to supply both 
automatic oil heat and winter air condition- 
ing in a single compact unit. It cleans in- 
coming air, removes dust, adds moisture 
and heat and circulates this conditioned air 
throughout a home. A series of electric 
controls supervise and protect the equip- 
ment to a degree never approached before, 
according to the engineers. 


Stroker Controt—The “Klixon” timer, 
announced by the Spencer Thermostat Com- 
pany, Attleboro, Mass., fer automatic stokers, 
can be set to turn the heat on at intervals 
ranging from one-half hour to one hour. It 
can also be set to keep the heat on any 
length of time from two minutes to seven 
minutes; these two settings are said to be 
independent of each other. Another feature 
of this timer is a device for preventing the 
timer from going on if the thermostat has 
been calling for heat and the fire has been 
built up. Completely electric, the timer has 
no clock mechanism or rotating parts, it is 
said. 


TACHOMETERS—Prompted by the require- 
ments of a manufacturer of household 
vacuum cleaners and by the needs ‘of a 
large steam turbine builder, the James G. 
Biddle Company, Philadelphia, has de- 
veloped a series of high-range “Frahm” 
tachometers for speeds up to 30,000 r.p.m. 
Utilizing the vibrating reed principle of 
speed indication, they need only to be held 
against or mounted on some stationary part 
of the machine or device being tested; thus 
they should be particularly useful where the 
moving parts are inaccessible. 





Exide Battery Tester 





Vibration Pick-Up 
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Danville to Seek PWA 


Funds for Power Project 


The Danville, Virginia, city council 
is prepared to seek a grant of $202,500 
additional funds from the PWA for 
construction of a hydro-electric projeci 
on the Dan River. Members of the 
council said that if the grant is author- 
ized the city would be requircd to 
raise $247,500. 

Engineers on the project told the 
council that $450,000 more would be 
needed to complete the work because 
original estimates were based on a 
“faulty” survey. 

* 


REA Allotments Rescinded 


REA has recently announced the 
resc_nding of the following allotments: 

Rock County Electric Co-operative Asso- 
ciation, Janesville, Wis., $40,000 for build- 
ing a generating plant to supply energy for 
the co-operative’s distribution system. This 
action was taken after a reasonable whole- 
sale energy agreement reached between the 
co-operative and local generating sources 
made the proposed plant unnecessary. The 
allotment of $430,000 made to the co-opera- 
tive for line building remains undisturbed 
and actual construction work is well under 
way. 

Franklin County Electric Membership 
Corporation, Louisburg, N. C., $123,000 for 
building some 123 miles of rural lines. The 
proposed project has been taken over by the 
Carolina Power & Light Company, which 
will give service under terms similar to 
those offered by the co-operative. 

* 
Ad ™~ 
Hotpoint Opens Campaign 


Hotpoint has launched a “Skipper” 
spring electric range campaign for 
utilities and dealers. Prepared by 
Clinton Brown, sales campaign man- 
ager, the program consists of news- 
paper advertising, sales contests, direct 
mail, posters and other advertising 
sales helps to be used during April, 
May and June. 

. 


New District Headquarters 

Utilities Company has 
moved its district headquarters to El- 
don from California, Mo., from which 
city the utility was forced to remove 
its wires and poles by the Missouri 
Supreme Court in quo warranto pro- 
ceedings brought on behalf of the city. 
The district headquarters in Eldon will 
serve 18 towns in central Missouri. 


Missouri 


Ajax Coupling Moves Office 


Announcement has been made that 
the Ajax Flexible Coupling Company 
has moved its Pittsburgh sales office 
to 970-B Union Trust Building. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
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FORT DODGE, IOWA—National Gypsum 
Company plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, electric hoists, convey- 
ors and other equipment in three large ad- 
ditions to branch mill at Fort Dodge, for 
wallboard, plasterboard, gypsum block and 
other production. Entire project will cost 
close to $900,000. Main offices of company 
are at 190 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Bureau of Sup- 
plies and Accounts, Navy Department, 
Washington, receives bids until April 16 
for six motor-generator sets, control and 
voltage regulator equipment, and_ spare 
parts, for Portsmouth and Mare Island Navy 
Yards (Schedule 329). 

LAFAYETTE, TENN.—Tri-County Elec- 
tric Membership Corporation, Lafayette, 
recently organized, plans primary and sec- 
ondary lines for rural electrification in parts 
of Macon, Trousdale and Sumner Counties, 
totaling about 75 miles, with outdoor power 
substation and service facilities. Fund of 
$78,000 is being secured through federal 
aid. Work is scheduled to begin in spring. 


PELLA, IOWA—Receives bids until 
April 15 for extensions and improvements 
in municipal electric power station, includ- 
ing 1,000-kw. steam turbo-generator unit 
with accessories; surface condenser for 
turbine unit, complete with circulating 
pumps and auxiliary equipment; boiler unit 
and accessories with rated capacity of 22,- 
500 lb. of steam per hour at 250 lb. pres- 
sure; chain grate stoker, forced-draft fan, 
cooling tower and miscellaneous equipment. 
Young & Stanley, Inc., Muscatine, Iowa, is 
consulting engineer. 


CAMERON, W. VA.—Appalachian Elec- 
tric Power Company, Roanoke, Va., has 
authorized early construction of new trans- 
mission from Cameron to Glen Daniel dis- 
trict, Raleigh County. 


DAYTON, OHIO—Contracting Officer, 
Aircraft Radio Laboratory, Wright Field, 
Dayton, will receive bids for quantity 
of electrical supplies, including toggle 
switches, terminals, jacks, condensers, re- 
sistors, sockets, rubber insulators, etc. (Pro- 


posal 36 ARL). 


NEW YORK, N. Y.—Southern Kraft 
Corporation, 220 East Forty-Second Street, 
a subsidiary of International Paper Com- 
pany, same address, plans installation of 
motor-generator sets, motors and controls, 
regulators, conveyors, electric hoists, load- 
ers and other equipment in new multi-unit 
kraft pulp and paperboard mill, to be 
erected on site in South, now being selected. 
Plant will have a rated capacity of 220,000 
tons of finished stock per year. A power 
house will be built. Entire project will cost 
close to $7,000,000. Proposed to begin work 
soon. Completion is scheduled in summer 
of 1938. 


WORTHINGTON, MINN.—Nobles County 
Electric Association, Worthington, J. H. Sey- 
mour, manager, has plans maturing and will 
take bids soon for primary and secondary 
lines for rural electrification in parts of 
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Nobles and neighboring counties, totaling 
close to 230 miles, with outdoor power sub. 
station and service facilities. Fund of $230, 
000 has been secured through federal aid, 
Banister Engineering Company, 556 Prior 
Avenue North, St. Paul, Minn., is con. 
sulting engineer. 


HOUSTON, TEX.—Reed Roller Bit Com- 
pany, Houston, manufacturer of oil well 
drilling and operating equipment, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, regulators, 
power substation equipment, conveyors and 
other equipment in group of branch plants 
to be constructed in a number of oil field 
districts in Texas. Entire project will cost 
about $700,000 and will be carried out dur. 
ing 1937. 


TOMAHAWK, WIS.—Wisconsin Public 
Service Corporation, Milwaukee, has plans 
under way for new power dam and hydro- 
electric generating plant in vicinity of 
Tomahawk, with high-tension substation and 
transmission line connecting with present 
system. Cost estimated close to $500,000. 
A. G. Carson, chief engineer for company 
at Green Bay, Wis., is in charge. Work is 
scheduled to begin this spring. 


TRENTON, TENN.—Gibson County Elee- 
tric Membership Corporation, Trenton, re 
cently organized, has plans under way for 
primary and secondary lines for rural elec 
trification in parts of Dyer and Obion Coun- 
ties, approximating 135 miles, with outdoor 
power substation and_ service facilities. 
Financing in amount of $143,000 through 
federal aid has been authorized. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y.—Signal Corps Pro- 
curement District, Army Base, Fifty-Eighth 
Street and First Avenue, receives bids until 
April 15 for 38,000 ft. of cable and five 
reels (Circular 147); also, until April 16 
for two sets of wind-indicating equipment 
(Circular 146). 


PORT ARTHUR, TEX.—Socony Paint 
Products Company plans installation of mo- 
tors and controls, conveyors, regulators, elec- 
tric hoists and other equipment in new ad 
dition to paint and varnish plant, designed 
to double present output. Work will begin 
soon. Cost about $100,000. 


CLAY CENTER, KAN.—Has plans under 
way for extensions and improvements 
municipal electric power plant, with installa 
tion of additional equipment for increase 
capacity. Estimates of cost are being made. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, 
107 West Linwood Boulevard, Kansas City, 


Mo., is consulting engineer. 


STOCKTON, CALIF.—Sierra Mountain 
Water Company, 410 East Market Street, 
Stockton, is projecting plans for hydroelee 
tric generating station on Consumnes Rivet, 
Amador County, a tributary of Mokelumne 
River, with power dam and power plant 
to provide for initial rating of 13.500 bp. 4 
Project will include high-tension substation 
and switching station, with transmissio® 
lines, and is estimated to cost close to #¥* 
000,000. Application has been made for 


permission. 





